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Shatterproof’s Gary Mendell Thanks Congress for Passing Opioid Bill, Calls for 
Stronger Future Action 

 
WASHINGTON (July 13, 2016) – In a bipartisan vote today, the Senate passed the conference report for 
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA) by a vote of 92-2, which the House passed 407-5 
last Friday. The bill now heads to President Obama’s desk to be signed into law. 
 
Gary Mendell, the founder and CEO of Shatterproof, released this statement: 
 
“I join with thousands of American families to recognize Congress for taking action to address the 
opioid epidemic that is ravaging our country. We are desperate for relief, and we thank Congress 
and the many advocates for working on the bill that is now heading to the President’s desk. 
 
“This is an important first step.  But it’s only a first step.  By itself, this opioid bill is not enough to 
fight the public health crisis that is shattering our families. 
 
“While this bill contains several important policies, it is far less effective at saving lives than it 
should be. It would be stronger if it did more to incentivize the use and development of 
prescription drug monitoring programs. 
 
“We also cannot effectively fight this epidemic without providing programs with the funding 
necessary to do so. When they return from recess, I call on Congress to fully fund CARA’s 
programs, as well as significant additional resources for prevention, expanded treatment and 
recovery, so that the lives of our loved ones can be saved.   
 
“Congress proved that they are able to overcome partisan divisions to tackle the opioid epidemic 
that is shattering lives nationwide. Now they must move forward and fund the life-saving 
programs our country so desperately needs.” 
 
Gary is available for on-the-record or background interviews. 
 
About Gary Mendell: 
Gary Mendell is the founder and CEO of Shatterproof. Mr. Mendell founded Shatterproof to spare others 
the tragedy his family suffered with the death of his son Brian, who lost his battle with addiction in 2011. 
Mr. Mendell is the founder and former CEO of HEI Hotels & Resort and the former president of Starwood 
Lodging Trust. 
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About Shatterproof: 
Shatterproof is a national non-profit dedicated to reducing the devastation that addiction to prescription 
drugs, illicit drugs, and alcohol cause to families, and ending the stigma of those affected by this disease. 
Shatterproof provides information and resources for those living with addiction and their families, 
enabling powerful new evidence-based approaches to prevention, treatment and recovery, and takes the 
issue to the steps of Capitol Hill. 
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