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Shatterproof’s Gary Mendell, Other Families Affected by  
Addiction Crisis Come to Washington to Push for Action 

 
More than 129 families who have lost loved ones to addiction will be on Capitol Hill 
this week to meet with lawmakers and push for final passage of the Comprehensive 
Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA). The 129 families represent the number of people 
in the U.S. who die from a drug overdose every day. The events are being sponsored by 
the Addiction Policy Forum and by Shatterproof. 
 
Wednesday at 4pm ET 
What: Public testimony before the House Bipartisan Task Force to Combat the Heroin 
epidemic. 
Where: 2226 Rayburn House Office Building 
Who: Dozens of families impacted by addiction, including children who have lost 
parents and parents who have lost children to drug addiction.  
 
Thursday at 9am ET 
What: News conference on congressional efforts to fight addiction 
Where: House Triangle 
Who: Families who have lost loved ones to addiction, including Gary Mendell. 
        Members of Congress including: 

 Senator Rob Portman (R-OH), Lead Sponsor of CARA  
 Representative Frank Guinta (R-NH), Co-Chair, Bipartisan Task Force to 

Combat the Heroin Epidemic  
 Representative Annie Kuster (D-NH), Co-Chair, Bipartisan Task Force to 

Combat the Heroin Epidemic   

About Gary Mendell: 
Gary Mendell is the founder and CEO of Shatterproof. Mr. Mendell founded Shatterproof to 

spare others the tragedy his family suffered with the death of his son Brian, who lost his 

battle with addiction in 2011. Mr. Mendell is the founder and former CEO of HEI Hotels & 

Resort and the former president of Starwood Lodging Trust. 
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About Shatterproof: 
Shatterproof is a national organization committed to protecting loved ones from addiction to 

illicit and prescription drugs, and alcohol, and ending the stigma and suffering of those 

affected by this disease. Shatterproof provides information and resources for those living 

with addiction and their families, enabling powerful new evidence-based approaches to 

prevention, treatment and recovery, and takes the issue to the steps of Capitol Hill. 
 
 
 


