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Shatterproof’s Gary Mendell Thanks Senate For Passing CARA, Urges House 

to Quickly Follow Suit  

WASHINGTON – By a bipartisan vote of 94-1, the Senate today voted to approve the Comprehensive Addiction 

and Recovery Act (CARA). If it becomes law, CARA would be the federal government’s biggest step yet to fight 

the opioid addiction crisis that is ravaging hundreds of thousands of American families. 

 “The fact that this bill had so much support from both sides of the aisle shows that addiction is a bipartisan 

issue. It does not discriminate based on whether you live in a red state or a blue state,” said Gary Mendell, 

founder and CEO of Shatterproof. “Now the House must quickly follow suit so we can get a bill to the president’s 

desk this year. Every day we wait means more than dozens more of our parents, children, siblings, and friends 

will die from this terrible disease.”  

 Even if CARA does eventually become law, Mendell said there’s still much more to do. “The devastation to our 

families is directly linked to the overprescribing of painkillers.  Training must be required for anyone with a 

license to prescribe a controlled substance,” Mendell said. “And states must require prescribers to use 

databases to keep track of a patient’s opioid prescription history before considering prescribing either an opioid 

or benzodiazepine.  Doing so will prevent physicians from accidently prescribing a lethal combination of 

medication. Sixteen states have already done so, and the rest must follow their lead.” 

 About Gary Mendell: 

Gary Mendell is the founder and CEO of Shatterproof. Mr. Mendell founded Shatterproof to spare others the 

tragedy his family suffered with the death of his son Brian, who lost his battle with addiction in 2011. Mr. 

Mendell is the founder and former CEO of HEI Hotels & Resort and the former president of Starwood Lodging 

Trust. 

 About Shatterproof: 

Shatterproof is a national organization committed to protecting loved ones from addiction to illicit and 

prescription drugs, and alcohol, and ending the stigma and suffering of those affected by this disease. 

Shatterproof provides information and resources for those living with addiction and their families, enabling 

powerful new evidence-based approaches to prevention, treatment and recovery, and takes the issue to the 

steps of Capitol Hill. 
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